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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

CEDS INTRODUCTION

The First Tennessee Development District (FTDD), in cooperation with the
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee, has developed
this document to serve as both a planning document and a benchmarking tool. The
CEDS is designed to address economic development in the First Tennessee
Development District's eight-county region which includes Carter, Greene, Hancock,
Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington counties. These eight counties
are comprised of 2,896 square miles. A map of the FTDD region can be found as
Table One-A.

FTDD is a regional organization established to assist its member governments with
strategic planning for their community and economic development needs. From 1986
to 2016, the First Tennessee Development District has assisted communities with 616
grant and loan projects totaling $194.1 million. These projects have resulted in the
creation of 19,200+ jobs and private sector investment of $4.4 billion. In addition,
these projects have provided public water and sewer service to 3,800 homes.

CEDS COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee of the First Tennessee Development District serves as the
CEDS committee. Other organizations were invited to these meetings as represented
by government agencies, economic development, private sector interests, non-profit
organizations, and workforce development.

The CEDS committee is composed of the follow persons:
Curt Alexander
Melville Bailey
John Clark
David Crum
Rusty Crowe
W.T. Daniels
Dan Eldridge
Thomas Harrison
Doris Hensley
Matthew Hill
Leon Humphrey
Chad Keen
Greg Lynch
Johnny Lynch
Larry Potter
Kevin Parsons
Pat Riley
Jim Sells
David Tomita
Richard Venable



CEDS OBJECTIVE

#

First Tennessee Development District is one of the nation’s 380 Economic
Development Districts (EDDs) designated by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA).

FTDD is committed to pursuing excellence in regional economic development
and organizational performance. This commitment includes implementing a
framework that is results oriented, focused on aligning and leveraging
resources, and emphasizes the importance of asset-based regional economic
development.

Under federal law, one of the primary functions of EDA-designated Economic
Development Districts (EDDs) is to coordinate a regional economic development
strategy and implementation process known as the Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS) process.
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